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THESIS

Despite the remarkable progress that has been made towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals(MDGs), the MDGs fall short on adequate justification for their chosen objectives, lack of an effective performance and accountability framework as well as experience gaps and obstacles in their fulfillment.
INTRODUCTION

· The purpose of this paper is to examine the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) which were established following the Millennium Summit of the United Nations in 2000. An analysis that provides critical issues of MDGs such as accountability, measurement, justification of objectives and the gaps of MDGs will be included. The paper will conclude with constructive suggestions and recommendations.
· The significance of a critical analysis for the MDGs of the United Nations
FACTS

· Background of the MDGs

· Initiative: 

· The Millennium Summit (2000)( Millennium Declaration( Millennium Development Goals.
· Rationale & Agenda; 
· Momentum:

· “More girls are in school. Fewer children are dying. The world continues to fight killer diseases, such as malaria, tuberculosis and AIDS. There are less than 1,000 days to accelerate action on issues such as hunger, access to education, improved sanitation, maternal health and gender equality. ”
· The Global Partnership: UN partners, Civil society, Country-level partners

· UN partners on MDGS: UNDP, UNDESA, UNEP, UNFPA,WHO, IMF, UN-HABITAT, FAO, IFAD, etc.
· Governments, international organizations and civil society groups: All 189 United Nations member states and at least 23 international organizations committ to help achieve the Millennium Dvelopment Goals by 2015.

· The concept of “Global partnership for development”: A joint effort between developing countries and developed countries in the struggle to reduce world poverty.
· Objectives of MDGs (Targets and Indicators)
· Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 
· Achieve universal primary education
· Promote gender equality and empower women
· Reduce child mortality 
· Improve maternal health
· Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases
· Ensure environmental sustainability
· Develop a global partnership for development
· Executive & Activities (For each goal)
· Outcomes and Achievements.
· MDG after 2015: Post-2015 Development Agenda
ANALYSIS

· Underlying Assumptions that the MDGs use to frame the agenda.
· Path to development: American Modernization Theory 

· Levy: Necessary to occur - contact between modern societies and traditional societies.  This contact is a universal social solvent

· Rostow’s Stages of Economic Growth: In order to make economic growth as an automatic process, the country needs a stimulus to reach the takeoff stage. And the best way to help development is to provide aid in the forms of capital, technology, and expertise, to developing countries.

· Universalization and Equality: 

· Weber & Lipset: The importance of universial education (ideas and values matter).

· Coleman: Distribution of social resources


· Adequacy of goals
· Adequacy of justification for chosen goals (selectivity)
· Missing goals

· Job ceation: job creation is vital, especially in the world’s least developed countries, According to a new report from the UN, the number of young people of working age is increasing by 16 million per year. To lift poverty, this goal should be considered as a fundamental pillar.
· 0.7% funding from member states: never fully implemented.
· Climate change: although some people argue that environment issue is less crucial compared to poverty alleviation, in a long run, they are essentially corelated in the furtherance of development.
· Disarmament: development would be hindered or even degraded without peace as  
· Equality: despite promote gender equality, what about equality between the disabled and the normal, the scio-economic previlleged ones and  the rest and etc. ?

· Sustainability:
· Political development: 

· policy on migration (why money can move freely, but people can not?)

· Others
· Accountability and measurement of MDGs
· The performance and accountability framework of MDGs
· Accountable for

· Accountable to
· MDG indicators: broad aspirations, quantifiable indicators of progress.
· Unjustified assumptions in indicators

· Weakness in data and monitoring
· Lack of measurements for some of the goals
· MDG Gaps
· Uneven progress and country-level involvement. 
· Rural-Urban MDG gaps in low-income countries.
· The result of one-for-all development plan: foster a culture of dependency. 
· The Dependency Theory

· Localizing the MDGs.

· Gap in promoting awareness of MDGs and promoting the actural action of them. (MDG campaign)
· Gap in the dynamic between economic and political development. 
· Cap in unpredicable future shocks.
CONCLUSION

· Recommendations
· Everything should really start with a more serious political will!

· Modify objectives and goals of MDG in order to better serve fundamental needs of human development.

· Attach importance to structural adjustament rather than a ‘money-centric’development strategy.

· Localization of development plans: from global targets to feasible national/regional level targets.

· Adapt a more effective Performance and Accountability Framework as well as a better measurement mechanism.

· Foster communication between involved goveronments and institutions.

· Conduct ongoing evaluation report and talor targets and goals alongside the implementation of relevant projects.

· Others.
