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The purpose of this paper is to illustrate and analyse the actual amendments which have been implemented in the United Nations’ Charter since its inception in 1945. The paper concludes by critical remarks on the changes of the UN Charter and the significance to ameliorate the Charter.

Similar to any other constitutions, the UN Charter serves as constitutional priciples of the organization and is subject to amend. However, over sixty years, only four adjustments have been adopted. They are listed as follows: 
          First, the number of membership within the Security Council(SC) has enlarged from 11 to 15. This amendment of Article 23 was proposed in 1963 and ractified in 1965. Second, the number of membership within the Economic and Social Council has increased twice from 18 to 27 then to 54 in 1963 and 1971 respectively by amendments to Article 61. Third, the number of required affirmative votes to make decisions within the SC has expanded to nine members instead of seven. Finally, the Article 109 has thus amended in accordence with the above revisions. In addtion to the aforementioned actual amendments, structural changes have been adopted without formal amendments. The Soviet Union’s permanent seat in the SC was assumed by Russia while Taipei-based Republic of China was assumed by Beijing-based People’s Republic of China.

Based on the above amendments, very true is that more countries are liable to voice their opinion due to the expansion of two major councils. But underneath the surface, permanent members’ veto still endows the five member states’ authority upon the UN’s agenda. Therefore, despite an ostensible outlook of an increasingly inclusive organization, the UN’s constitutional development grows in a rather conservative way by accomodating members interests without jeopardizing those of the member states.


In conclusion, one can thus state that the United Nations’ endeavor to produce a flexible and adaptable Charter is applaudable and should be acknowledged. However, its efforts fall short in fundamental changes of an unbalanced distribution of power among UN members, not least between the member states and the rest of others. Only if the Charter can be more legitimately adaptative to amendments in changing conditions and times, can the UN’s validity and equibility be significantly improved.
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